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rebuilding and hope. I was able to see it 
firsthand during my visit in July. 

As I walked throughout the busy city 
market, it was very uplifting to see the 
local people interacting with our 
American troops in a very positive 
way. Now that the surge is under way, 
our troops are actually living in the 
city as trusted friends and allies. We’re 
working with the local mayor and his 
directors to rebuild and totally rejuve-
nate the city. The city of Ramadi is lo-
cated in al Anbar, a city that Chris 
just mentioned moments ago as being a 
lost hope at the end of the year. 

Of course, these relationships take 
time to develop, but the time and ef-
fort are worth it. Helping the Iraqi peo-
ple secure their freedom helps us to de-
feat global extremists and, therefore, 
secure our own freedoms for genera-
tions to come. 

We have to be successful as well. 
Ronald Reagan once said, ‘‘We win, 
they lose.’’ If we choose not to succeed, 
that statement will be just the oppo-
site: we lose, they win. 

You may ask, who are they and why 
does it matter to me anyway? They are 
not the Iraqi people. I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with some of them dur-
ing my visit. The Iraqi people are real-
ly no different than any of us. They 
want to live in a secure and safe coun-
try, have a job to go to in the morn-
ings, be able to clothe and feed their 
families, walk across the street with-
out fear of being shot or blown up, find 
reasonable health care, and to worship 
freely. These are the same things that 
any American mother and father would 
want for their children. 

So who are our enemy in Iraq and 
other parts of the world? They’re rad-
ical extremists who are willing to kill 
innocent men, women and even chil-
dren to spread their ideology of hate. 

We, the American people, have been 
lulled into believing that this is the 
President’s war on the Iraqi people. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The Iraqi people and the Iraqi 
Government see us as liberators from 
an oppressive regime, but they are just 
now learning how to live as a free peo-
ple. Our common enemy do not want 
them to live free and productive lives. 
That would go against their ideology of 
hate, an ideology that they want to 
spread around the world, perhaps to a 
neighborhood near you. 

We cannot let that happen. We either 
win and they lose, or they win and we 
lose. That is too big a price to pay. 
This Congress owes it to everyone in-
volved to succeed, from the Iraqi peo-
ple to our brave men and women in 
uniform who are serving on the 
frontlines of battle, to the American 
people. We cannot afford to lose. The 
price is too high and the cost is too 
much. Freedom isn’t free. It has to be 
earned. It has to be cherished. 

We’re in a fight for the generations 
that will come after us. This battle 
isn’t about a small hot desert land 
somewhere in the Middle East that 
most Americans will never visit or 

even easily find on a globe. This battle 
is about our future and that of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

We want the same things for our chil-
dren that Iraqi mothers and fathers do 
for their children. We want to live in a 
secure and safe country, to have a job 
to go to in the mornings, be able to 
clothe and feed our families, walk 
across the street without having the 
fear of being blown up or shot, find rea-
sonable health care and to worship 
freely. But our enemy, the radical ex-
tremists, want to deny us and our fu-
ture generations those freedoms. They 
have proved it time and time again: for 
instance, the Iranian hostage crisis in 
1979 where 52 Americans were held for 
444 days, or the bombing of the Marine 
Corps barracks in Beirut where 241 ma-
rines lost their lives in 1983, or the first 
bombing of the World Trade Center in 
1993, or the attack on the USS Cole 
claiming the lives of 17 sailors, or the 
deadly attack on September 11, where 
almost 3,000 Americans died. 

We can either choose to fight and win 
the battle now or choose to lose the 
battle now and leave it for our children 
to fight. 

A sentiment relayed to me by a gen-
eral in Iraq was very simple, and it 
drove this point home. Our men and 
women in uniform are not fighting 
only for the 8-year-old Iraqi child and 
their security but also for the 8-year- 
old American child and for their cur-
rent and future security and freedom. 
We do not want them to grow up to 
have to fight this battle that we chose 
not to finish. 

As I mentioned, our enemy has prov-
en they’re dedicated and willing to 
shed American blood on American soil. 
Do we really want to tie our hands to 
the point that we encourage failure 
over success in Iraq in this global war 
on terror? Do we really want to live in 
an America where our future genera-
tions have to fear going to the park, 
going to the mall, going to school or to 
work? I don’t think so and I sure hope 
not. 

b 2045 
The choice is ours today. The Amer-

ican people, when provided with the 
facts, will choose freedom and security 
every time. I say, we win, they lose. 
The cost to the American family is just 
too great to allow any other outcome. 

May God bless America and keep her 
strong and secure for generations to 
come. 

Mr. CARTER. I thank my colleague 
from Tennessee. We had a great experi-
ence on that trip. 

One of my good buddies up here and 
colleagues is PHIL GINGREY from Geor-
gia. Congressman GINGREY has a more 
recent trip than the trip I was on in 
July. I believe Congressman GINGREY 
just got back a couple weeks ago. 

So he will tell us about his experi-
ence on a trip that took place early in 
August and let him tell us what he saw 
and how he feels about things. 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the gen-
tleman, my good friend from Texas. 

It is indeed an honor to be a part of 
this special leadership hour to share a 
little time with my colleagues, of 
course, Judge Carter leading the hour; 
CHRIS SHAYS, the gentleman from Con-
necticut, 18 trips to the Middle East, to 
some extent in harm’s way. 

I saw a couple of years ago, maybe it 
was 3 years ago, just happened to be 
channel surfing, watching C–SPAN. I 
guess I am an insomniac. There was 
CHRIS SHAYS having a town hall meet-
ing talking to his constituents from 
Connecticut and taking some tough, 
the tough questions about this situa-
tion in the Middle East and why it was 
important and why he supported it. He 
outlined tonight the fact that he 
doesn’t look at these things through 
rose-colored glasses. He understands 
that mistakes were made. We all do, 
but the mission is the mission. 

He went on and talked about this 
surge and why it’s so important that 
every Member on both sides of the aisle 
give it a chance to work. Judge Carter 
said the same thing, pointed out that 
this surge of 30,000 troops wasn’t even 
complete until the beginning of July. 
Yet, many of our colleagues, unfortu-
nately, it seemed like most of them on 
the other side of the aisle, wanted to 
declare that the new way forward was a 
failure before it even started, before it 
had even begun. 

I remember back when I first came, I 
had the honor to come to this body 
with some of my colleagues that are 
here tonight on the floor, and people 
saying, well, you know, this mistake, 
the big mistake is we didn’t put enough 
troops on the ground. I guess that’s 
what General Shinseki had rec-
ommended. My Democrat colleagues 
kept pounding away, well, we didn’t 
have enough troops. 

Then when the President, based real-
ly on the report of the Iraq Study 
Group, two of the most distinguished 
public servants in the Federal Govern-
ment that any of us know, James 
Baker, Lee Hamilton, a Republican and 
a Democrat, came and said, you know, 
we need a surge of troops, that’s ex-
actly what the President did. And then 
my colleagues on the Democrat side of 
the aisle, most of them, not all, said, 
too little, too late. 

How do you satisfy some folks? I lis-
tened very carefully, of course, to my 
good friend and colleague, a freshman, 
but he seemed so much more experi-
enced, the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. DAVID DAVIS), talking about if we 
lose, they win. He is absolutely right. 
That just is so simple but yet so pro-
found, and I really compliment the 
gentleman from Tennessee making his 
first trip and having that insight, that 
wisdom we all pray for. That’s what we 
need for us to win. 

Indeed, this is tough; it’s not easy. 
But I heard some of my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle during the 5- 
minute remarks tonight, I heard the 
gentlelady from California say it was 
unconscionable that the President is 
playing politics with the war in Iraq; 
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